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U S. CONVICTS TWO FOR
NARCOTI CS CONSPI RACY AND NARCOTI CS- RELATED ABDUCTI ON

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Sout hern District of New York, announced that CHRI STOPHER ROVERO,
a/k/a “CR,” and VI NCENT FERRERI O, were convicted by a jury
yesterday for crines relating to ROVERO s running of a narcotics
di stribution business and to ROVERO s and FERRERI O s abducti on of
a young wonman as part of a plan to extort narcotics and
narcoti cs-rel ated property.

According to court docunents and the evi dence presented
at trial, beginning in at |east Cctober 2002, CHRI STOPHER ROVERO
ran a conpl ex operation which distributed substantial anounts of
crystal nethanphetam ne, cocai ne, and other narcotics throughout
New York City. ROVERO naintained a |ist of approved narcotics
custoners, as well as each custoner’s address and contact
I nformation, on a | aptop conputer. Custoners woul d pl ace
narcotics orders by calling certain designated cellul ar
t el ephones owned by ROVERO. ROMERO or one of his workers would

answer each call and then verify that the caller was an approved
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custoner by consulting ROVERO s conputerized custoner list. |If
the caller was approved, his or her order would be taken and one
of ROMERO s workers would be sent to deliver the narcotics to the
cust oner.

According to the evidence presented at trial, in or
about Decenber 2004, ROVERO began serving a sentence for a New
York State m sdeneanor conviction. Before he reported to prison,
however, ROVERO gave his |aptop conputer with the custoner |ist,
his supply of crystal nethanphetam ne and other narcotics, and
his cellul ar tel ephones to one of his co-conspirators (the “CC’)
so that the CC could continue running ROVERO s narcotics busi ness
while ROMERO was in prison. As a result, ROVERO s drug operation
continued to function during his absence.

According to evidence presented at trial, however,
whil e ROMERO was in prison, the CC decided to take control of
ROVERO s drug business. The CC continued to sell ROVERO s drugs
to ROVERO s custoners, but instead of surrendering the proceeds
for delivery to ROMERO s nother as ROVERO i nstructed, the CC kept
the noney for hinself.

According to the evidence presented at trial, on or
about February 14, 2005, after ROVERO had been rel eased from
pri son, ROMERO and hi s associ ates abducted a young wonan who was
the CC s girlfriend (the “Victini) in an effort to force the CC
to return ROMERO s narcotics and narcotics-rel ated property.

Over the next day and a half, ROVERO kept the Victimin VINCENT

FERRERI O s apartnment in Manhattan. ROVERO, FERRERI O, and ot hers
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took turns guarding the Victimso that she coul d not escape.
Wiile the Victi mwas being held hostage, ROVERO and one of his
associ ates repeatedly nade calls to the CC and anot her person
threatening to harmthe Victimif ROVERO s narcotics property was
not pronptly returned. At one point, the Victimherself was
allowed to place a call to plead for help.

According to the evidence presented at trial, while
bei ng hel d hostage, the Victi mwas subjected to verbal threats
and was, at tinmes, handcuffed inside FERRERI O s apartnent.
ROMVERO al so threatened the Victimwth a hot iron. Furthernore,
at one point during the Victinis ordeal, while left alone with
VI NCENT FERRERI O, FERRERI O sexual |y assaulted the Victim

The trial of ROVERO and FERRERI O began on July 5, 2005
before United States District Judge WLLIAM H. PAULEY |11 and
ended the afternoon of July 14, 2005, when the jury convicted
ROVERO and FERRERI O on the two counts with which they were both
charged, i.e., one count of conspiring to commt Hobbs Act
extortion and one count of commtting Hobbs Act extortion. The
jury also convicted ROVERO on the third count of the Indictnent,
whi ch charged ROVERO with conspiring to distribute, and to
possess with intent to distribute, 50 granms and nore of crystal
nmet hanphetami ne as well as a quantity of cocaine. CHRI STOPHER
ROVERO and VI NCENT FERRERI O each face a maxinumterm of forty

years’ inprisonnent for the Hobbs Act related charges. 1In
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addi ti on, CHRI STOPHER ROVERO faces a maximumtermof life

i mprisonment and a mandatory mninumterm of ten years
I mprisonnment for the narcotics conspiracy charge.

M . KELLEY praised the Drug Enforcenent Adm nistration
and the New York City Police Departnent for their response to,
and investigation of, this matter.

Assistant United States Attorneys JOHN O DONNELL and
LAURI E KORENBAUM are in charge of the prosecution
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